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ABSTRACT 

Aim of the Study: This study employs Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to 

analyze the cultural hegemony and politics of identity in Mohsin Hamid's novels, 

Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Specifically focusing on the male 

characters Daru and Changez, the research draws from postcolonial scholarship, 

particularly Gramsci's theories, to examine their ambiguous pursuit of identity 

heavily influenced by cultural hegemony.  

Methodology: This research utilizes a qualitative methodology that combines 

textual analysis and 5-minute interviews with 50 undergraduate students from 

Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad. The CDA approach is employed to analyze 

the language used by the characters in the novels and the broader discourses 

surrounding identity and cultural assimilation. Through these interviews, valuable 

insights are gathered to further understand the implications of the identified 

themes within the Pakistani context.  

Findings: The analysis of Mohsin Hamid's works reveals the power dynamics, 

ideological struggles, and discursive strategies at play in the construction and 

maintenance of cultural hegemony. By challenging the hegemony of dominant 

cultural norms and encouraging readers to shape their own identity, Hamid's works 

facilitate a decolonizing process. 

Conclusion: This study demonstrates that Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is an 

effective approach for examining the cultural hegemony and politics of identity in 

Mohsin Hamid's novels. The analysis of the male characters, Daru and Changez, 

sheds light on the complex nature of identity formation in the face of cultural 

hegemony. Overall, Mohsin Hamid's works offer a means of understanding the 

challenges and consequences of identity crises in postcolonial societies. 
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Introduction 

Gramsci’s Theory of Hegemony 

In the postcolonial context, cultural hegemony is the process by which the colonizing power is able to 

form a shared culture and worldview among the colonized population. In the case of Pakistan, the British 

colonial legacy has left a long-lasting imprint on the country's cultural landscape, resulting in a 

hybridization of British and Pakistani values and beliefs. This hybridization is reflected in the country's 

media and educational institutions, which often favor British values and norms over local ones. 

Furthermore, the British influence is visible in the country's legal system, which is based on the English 

Common Law. As a result of this cultural hegemony, Pakistanis have been socialized to accept the values 

and norms of the British colonialists, while simultaneously marginalizing the traditional cultural practices 

of the local population. 

The theory of hegemony developed by Gramsci has been extensively applied in a variety of academic 

fields, including political science and sociology. It has been used to describe the historical history of 

colonialism and imperialism as well as the dynamics of power in modern nations (Bates, 1975). It has 

also been used to examine the internal workings of a variety of social organizations, from civil rights 

fights to revolutionary movements. The notion of hegemony helps academics better understand how 

knowledge and power interact in society as well as how authority is both perpetuated and challenged. 

Ultimately, Gramsci's (2011) theory of hegemony offers a crucial framework for comprehending the 

relationships between knowledge and power in society. 

Antonio Gramsci‟s theory of hegemony is a powerful tool of analysis for understanding the complex 

relationship between postcolonial states and their citizens. Gramsci argued that a state‟s power is not only 

derived from its coercive apparatus, but also from its ability to construct a culture that is accepted by the 

people. This culture, he argued, is what allows a state to maintain its rule, even when faced with 

resistance. 

Cultural hegemony in the postcolonial context refers to the control of a dominant group in society over 

the cultural production, meaning, and interpretation of the collective identity. In Pakistan, the postcolonial 

context refers to the British rule, which left behind a legacy of power imbalance and inequality. The 

dominant classes in Pakistan have used cultural hegemony to maintain their power by controlling the 

production and interpretation of cultural symbols. This has resulted in the marginalization of certain 

groups and the perpetuation of colonial-era power structures. For example, the upper-class in Pakistan is 

more likely to have access to resources such as education and media, allowing them to control the 

narrative and perpetuate their own interests. Overall, Gramsci‟s theory of hegemony can be used to 

understand how power is exercised and maintained in postcolonial contexts. 

The foundation of Gramsci's theory of hegemony is the notion that dominant social groups may shape 

popular opinion in order to maintain their position of authority. He argued that the top classes maintain 

their social, economic, and political domination by a mix of compulsion and acquiescence. The classic 

Marxist concept that power is entirely based on economic causes was also criticized by Gramsci. He 

maintained that in order to keep its hold on power, the ruling class employs both economic and cultural 

strategies. Examples of cultural preservation techniques include the dissemination of ideas through 

education, the media, and religious institutions (Gramsci, 1971; Femia, 1975; Jones, 2007; Santucci 

2010). Gramsci further argued that for the dominant class to maintain its power, it must create a shared 

sense of values, beliefs, and practices, which he called a 'moral consensus' (Gramsci, 1971). This moral 

consensus, he argued, is based on the idea that the existing social order is legitimate and should remain 

unchanged. The ruling class uses its cultural influence to create this moral consensus and persuade the 

masses to accept the status quo (Femia, 1975; Jones, 2007; Santucci, 2010). This is the basis of Gramsci's 

concept of hegemony: the ruling class has the power to shape public opinion and persuade people to 

accept their rule as legitimate and desirable (Gramsci, 1971). 
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Gramsci's theory of hegemony explains how the power of the colonizers can become accepted by the 

subjugated and colonized. This is done through a process of consent, where elements of the colonizer's 

rule and laws are incorporated into the colonized's culture and ideology. This incorporation is intended to 

appeal to the colonized, and can involve introducing new values and ideas that favor the colonizers. In 

this way, the colonizers are able to gain the support of the colonized, leading to a situation where their 

authority is accepted. This process of consent and integration is what Gramsci referred to as the 

"integration of the popular masses", and provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the 

complex relationship between the colonizers and the colonized. Gramsci saw civil society as having a 

strong influence on social control, not just through coercive means but also through its cultural power. 

This cultural power, known as hegemony, is a major factor in social control according to Gramsci 

(Fulton, 1987:199). Bates (1975), Anderson (1977), Hall (1977, 1978), McClellan (1979), Mouffe (1979), 

Salamini (1981), Simon (1982), Adamson, 1983 and Lears (1985) have all looked into Gramsci's theories 

in greater detail. In short, Hegemony is a form of control that utilizes a variety of techniques. It is a 

system employed by the ruling group to keep their power over the oppressed. Hegemony, in the opinion 

of Destradi (2008), is an expansion of state power, whereas Brander (2014) sees it as a cultural problem. 

Hegemony may also be viewed as a hybrid of the two, in which the dominant class uses both the might of 

the state and the cultural sway of the state to preserve control. It is crucial to remember that in some 

situations, the inferior class may attempt to establish its own hegemony. In any event, hegemony is a 

complicated idea that requires more research to fully understand how it affects society. Laclau and 

Mouffe (2014) characterized hegemony as an unequal relationship of power in which a lower status social 

group carries out tasks not beneficial to themselves, yet exclusively advantageous to the superior, 

dominant force. Majority of Scholars (Apple, 1979; Keohane, 1984; Lipsitz, 1988; Levin, 1993; Arrighi 

2005; Macedo, Dendrinos, & Gounari, 2015; Ogbor, 2001; Davies, 2011; Krahmann, 2005; Ikenberry, 

2015; Çoban, 2018) have suggested that hegemony is maintained by imperial control, which entails the 

hegemon exerting power over other states or societies through cultural imperialism. This involves the 

hegemon enforcing their language, systems of governance, economic structures, and social norms on 

subordinate states. In this way, the hegemon‟s power is perpetuated through indirect domination, rather 

than direct military force. Many scholars (Lazarus-Black, 1994; Petras & Morley, 2000; Ncube, 2010; 

Goh, 2019; Foot, 2020) have also been debating contesting hegemonic orders. Specifically, their focus 

has been on understanding the complexities of different forms of oppression, marginalization, and 

exploitation. These diverse viewpoints consider how hegemonic orders reproduce themselves through the 

subordination of those considered to be outside their control. Furthermore, scholars have examined the 

strategies and tactics used by marginalized groups to resist and challenge hegemonic power. Drawing on 

critical theory, studies have sought to identify the specific types of resistance employed by marginalized 

groups, and their effectiveness in challenging the dominant order. From these insights, we can gain a 

fuller understanding of how contestation contributes to shifting and re-shaping of hegemonic orders. 

Smith's (2010) "Gramsci at the Margins: Subjectivity and Subalternity in a Theory of Hegemony," is an 

invaluable exploration of the often overlooked aspects of Antonio Gramsci's seminal work. Smith looks 

beyond the traditional focus of Gramsci's influence - the study of groups and their organized struggle - to 

examine how hegemony operates at a personal level. She examines not only what forms of power are 

dominant, but also what forms of power are excluded in the process. Smith goes further to explore how 

hegemony is both a process and a state, and how it may be resisted. Smith provides the reader with a 

comprehensive and illuminating take on Gramsci‟s conception of hegemony, one which helps to deepen 

one‟s understanding of the subaltern subject. Smith (2010) delved into this idea of personal hegemony, 

exploring how everyday people, who don't necessarily associate with any group, can identify with 

hegemonic processes and how hegemony itself can be resisted. Smith argues that through examining the 

exclusionary effects of hegemonic processes, we can broaden our understanding of the process and how it 

can be fought. 

This paper examines the theory of hegemony as developed by Antonio Gramsci and its application in 

Mohsin Hamid's Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist. It presents a postcolonial analysis of the 
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male characters of Daru and Changez, exploring the complexities of cultural hegemony and identity in the 

contemporary society. Drawing from Gramsci's theory of hegemony and postcolonial scholarship, it 

investigates the characters' pursuit of an identity which is largely influenced by the dominant culture. It 

highlights the dilemma of young Pakistani men when faced with the challenge of cultural assimilation, 

and examines the repercussions of this experience on their sense of identity. The paper concludes by 

questioning the implications of hegemony in our society and the importance of understanding it in order 

to promote greater cultural understanding. 

The two novels selected for this paper, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, illustrate the 

cultural hegemony and the consequent politics of identity faced by young Muslim men. Darashikoh 

(Daru) from Moth Smoke and Changez from The Reluctant Fundamentalist are both caught in the 

struggle to achieve success in two vastly different cultures. The American culture is presented as the 

dominant one, and Daru and Changez are both captivated by it. Whereas Changez is living in America 

and striving to conform to the American standards of success, Daru is living in Pakistan, unable to travel 

abroad and longing for the American Dream. Both of these characters are subject to the cultural 

hegemony of the American culture, and their struggle to achieve success in two different societies 

highlights the politics of identity for young Muslim men. 

Critical Discourse Analysis Framework 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a powerful framework for analyzing language use in social, 

political, and cultural contexts. Rooted in critical theory and influenced by linguistics, sociology, and 

anthropology, CDA aims to uncover the power dynamics, ideologies, and discursive strategies embedded 

within texts and social practices. It provides a means to examine how language constructs and perpetuates 

social inequality, shapes identities, and reinforces dominant ideologies (Fairclough, 2013; Wodak & 

Meyer, 2009). 

At its core, CDA is concerned with the examination of discourse as a site of power relations and social 

struggle. It seeks to go beyond the surface-level analysis of texts and uncover the underlying social, 

political, and cultural structures that influence language use (van Dijk, 1993). CDA assumes that language 

is not neutral but rather serves as a medium through which power is exercised and maintained 

(Fairclough, 2003). 

CDA draws on various theoretical frameworks, including poststructuralism, postcolonialism, and critical 

theory, to guide its analysis. It recognizes that language is not only a means of communication but also a 

tool for constructing social reality and reinforcing dominant ideologies (van Dijk, 2009). By examining 

the discursive practices and linguistic choices within texts, CDA seeks to unveil how power operates, how 

social inequality is reproduced, and how resistance can be mobilized (Wodak & Meyer, 2009). 

Key concepts in CDA include hegemony, ideology, intertextuality, and social practice. Hegemony refers 

to the dominance of certain social groups and their ideologies over others (Gramsci, 1971). Ideology 

refers to the system of beliefs, values, and representations that shape and maintain social order 

(Fairclough, 2013). Intertextuality emphasizes the interconnectedness of texts and the ways in which 

meanings are shaped by the broader socio-cultural context (Fairclough, 2003). Social practice highlights 

the understanding that language is embedded within social actions and practices, and its analysis must 

take into account the wider social context (Wodak & Meyer, 2009). 

In conclusion, Critical Discourse Analysis provides a valuable framework for analyzing the power 

relations, ideologies, and discursive strategies embedded within texts and social practices. By uncovering 

the hidden meanings and power dynamics in language use, CDA offers insights into how language 

constructs and perpetuates social inequality, shapes identities, and reinforces dominant ideologies. It 

provides researchers with a toolkit to critically examine and challenge the discourses that shape our social 

reality. 
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Literature Review 

Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, have gained international fame 

and critical acclaim. Both novels explore the complexities of post-colonial identity and offer an insight 

into the lives of young people living in the post-9/11 world. Previous studies have explored these novels 

from different perspectives i-e- political, psychological and neo-liberal etc. Yaqoob (2010) analyzes the 

effects of the polluted environment on the characters of the novel, exploring the psychological damage 

caused by human interference and perversion of the environment. Awan, Andleeb, & Yasin (2016) 

provide an interesting analysis of two of Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist, via a psychoanalytical lens. They delve into the characters of the novels, their 

motivations, and the psychological transformation they undergo throughout the course of the stories. They 

provide a detailed analysis of the characters, drawing on concepts of psychoanalytical theory, and other 

related topics. They also discuss the cultural and political context in which the novels are set, and how 

this impacts the characters' decisions and transformations. Dagamsheh,& Downing,(2016) provide an 

insightful analysis of the novel Moth Smoke by Mohsin Hamid, and its exploration of the effects of 

neoliberalism on Lahore, Pakistan. They analyze the novel's depiction of the effects of economic 

deregulation, poverty and inequality, and the pervasive culture of violence. They provide a compelling 

argument that neoliberal policies have led to increased violence and inequality in Lahore, and that these 

issues are exacerbated by class conflict and economic deregulation. Ramzan, & Khan (2020) discuss the 

various literary devices used by the author to highlight the issue of powerlessness. They employed 

Critical Discourse Analysis to examine how the narrators of the novel exhibited powerlessness. The study 

shows how Mohsin Hamid uses language to portray powerlessness in the novel. Afreen, Jameel, Iraj, and 

Saif (2022) analyze Mohsin Hamid's novel Moth Smoke. They examine the power dynamics of an urban 

Pakistani society through the lens of Foucault's concept of Power-Knowledge. They make a compelling 

argument that in modern societies, power is everywhere and comes from everywhere, and this is 

especially true in urban Pakistani society. Ijaz, & Yousaf (2022) provide an interesting analysis of the 

gender roles depicted in Mohsin Hamid's novel Moth Smoke. Ijaz and Yousaf have done an excellent job 

of using CMT (Conceptual Metaphor theory) and content analysis to provide a thorough analysis of the 

metaphorical representations of men in Pakistani fiction. 

This study provide an analysis of the two novels, by looking at how they portray the themes of identity, 

representation and cultural misunderstanding in the context of a postcolonial world. It examines how 

Hamid‟s novels challenge the notion of a single, unified identity and the way in which the characters 

explore the idea of belonging in a world of globalization. Finally, it explores the extent to which the 

novels‟ characters inhabit a „post-9/11‟ world, and how this affects their sense of identity. 

Problem Statement 

How does the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of male characters in Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth 

Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, contribute to a better understanding of cultural hegemony and 

politics of identity in postcolonial societies?  

Significance of the Study 

This study contributes to postcolonial scholarship by examining the implications of power dynamics, 

ideological struggles, and discursive strategies on the formation of identity in Mohsin Hamid‟s works. 

Through textual analysis and interviews with students from Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, the 

research seeks to demonstrate the effectiveness of the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) approach in 

examining the complex nature of identity formation in postcolonial societies.  

Objectives of the Study  

1. To analyze Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, to understand 

the power dynamics of cultural hegemony.  
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2. To examine how the characters in these novels navigate their individual identities in response to 

oppressive structures of power. 

3. To examine the implications of the identified themes within the Pakistani context.  

4. To draw on postcolonial scholarship, particularly Gramsci's theories, to analyze the complex nature of 

identity formation. 

5. To investigate the implications of Mohsin Hamid's works for decolonization and psycho-social 

wellbeing. 

Research Methodology 

Research Design 

This study adopts a qualitative research design to explore the cultural hegemony and politics of identity in 

Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Qualitative research allows for 

an in-depth analysis of the language, discourse, and complexities of identity portrayed in the texts. 

Sampling 

The study utilizes purposive sampling to select 50 undergraduate students from Quaid-e-Azam 

University, Islamabad. This sampling approach ensures that participants have relevant insights and 

experiences related to the themes of cultural assimilation, acculturation, and identity crises in a Pakistani 

context. 

Technique 

The primary data collection technique employed in this study is 5-minute semi-structured interviews. The 

interviews are conducted individually with the participants, allowing for in-depth exploration of their 

perspectives and lived experiences. The interviews are designed to elicit responses related to the cultural 

hegemony, identity struggles, and implications depicted in the novels. 

Variables 

The key variables in this study include cultural hegemony, identity crises, cultural assimilation, and 

acculturation. Cultural hegemony refers to the dominant cultural values, ideologies, and power structures 

that shape and influence identity construction. Identity crises represent the internal conflicts and 

challenges faced by individuals in navigating their sense of self within a hegemonic cultural context. 

Cultural assimilation and acculturation refer to the processes through which individuals adopt and adapt 

to a dominant culture. 

Operationalization of Variables 

Cultural hegemony is operationalized through the analysis of language, discourse, and power dynamics 

depicted in the novels. Identity crises are explored through the characters' journeys of self-realization, 

dilemmas, and tensions arising from conflicting cultural influences. Cultural assimilation and 

acculturation are examined by analyzing the characters' adaptation to and negotiation with dominant 

cultural norms. 

Data Analysis Technique 

The data collected from the interviews is transcribed and subjected to thematic analysis. Thematic 

analysis involves identifying recurring themes and patterns in the interview responses related to cultural 

hegemony, identity crises, cultural assimilation, and acculturation. The analysis involves coding the data, 

organizing the codes into themes, and interpreting the findings in relation to the research objectives and 

theoretical framework of CDA. 
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Interviews Analysis 

Some of the interviews conducted with the Undergraduate students after a close reading of Mohsin 

Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist are given below: 

Interview #1 Interviewer: What is your opinion on cultural hegemony and identity crises in Mohsin 

Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist? Interviewee: Cultural hegemony is a 

system in which dominant societal values and norms are presented as the accepted and desirable way of 

thinking and acting. In Mohsin Hamid‟s novels, cultural hegemony and identity crises is depicted through 

the characters who struggle to reconcile their personal and cultural identities in the face of oppressive 

cultural values. 

Interview #2 Interviewer: How does cultural hegemony contribute to identity crises in postcolonial 

Pakistan? Interviewee: Cultural hegemony in postcolonial Pakistan has been a major factor in shaping the 

identities of many individuals. Dominant societal values and norms have been imposed on those from 

minority backgrounds, making it difficult for them to express their true identities. This has contributed to 

identity crises as individuals struggle to reconcile their personal and cultural identities in the face of 

oppressive cultural values. 

Interview #3 Interviewer: What is the role of literature in exploring the concept of cultural hegemony and 

identity crises? Interviewee: Literature has been a powerful tool for exploring the concept of cultural 

hegemony and identity crises. Through literature, authors have been able to provide insight into the 

complexities of identity formation in a postcolonial context. Novels such as Moth Smoke and The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid provide an important platform for discussing the impact of 

cultural hegemony on identity formation in postcolonial Pakistan. 

Interview #4 Interviewer: How has cultural hegemony impacted the identities of individuals in 

postcolonial Pakistan? Interviewee: Cultural hegemony has had a profound impact on the identities of 

individuals in postcolonial Pakistan. Dominant societal values and norms have been imposed on those 

from minority backgrounds, making it difficult for them to express their true identities. This has created 

an environment in which individuals are struggling to reconcile their personal and cultural identities in the 

face of oppressive cultural values. 

Interview #5 Interviewer: What can be done to address the issues of cultural hegemony and identity crises 

in postcolonial Pakistan? Interviewee: In order to address the issues of cultural hegemony and identity 

crises in postcolonial Pakistan, there needs to be an increased focus on creating a more inclusive and 

tolerant society. Education and awareness need to be created around the importance of respecting 

diversity and allowing individuals to express their true identities without fear of judgement or oppression. 

Interview #6: Interviewer: What is your opinion on Mohsin Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke and The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist, and their exploration of cultural hegemony and identity crises? Interviewee: 

Mohsin Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, are powerful explorations of 

the complexities of identity formation in a postcolonial context. Through these novels, Hamid provides 

insight into the impact of cultural hegemony on identity formation in postcolonial Pakistan. 

Interview #7: Interviewer: What are the implications of cultural hegemony on identity formation in 

postcolonial Pakistan? Interviewee: The implications of cultural hegemony on identity formation in 

postcolonial Pakistan are far-reaching. Dominant societal values and norms have been imposed on those 

from minority backgrounds, making it difficult for them to express their true identities. This has created 

an environment in which individuals are struggling to reconcile their personal and cultural identities in the 

face of oppressive cultural values. 

Interview #8: Interviewer: How has literature been used to explore the concept of cultural hegemony and 

identity crises? Interviewee: Literature has been a powerful tool for exploring the concept of cultural 

hegemony and identity crises. Through literature, authors have been able to provide insight into the 



 

296 

complexities of identity formation in a postcolonial context. Novels such as Moth Smoke and The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid provide an important platform for discussing the impact of 

cultural hegemony on identity formation in postcolonial Pakistan. 

Interview #9 Interviewer: How can we create a more inclusive and tolerant society in postcolonial 

Pakistan? Interviewee: In order to create a more inclusive and tolerant society in postcolonial Pakistan, 

there needs to be an increased focus on education and awareness around the importance of respecting 

diversity and allowing individuals to express their true identities without fear of judgement or oppression. 

Additionally, there needs to be more dialogue around the concept of cultural hegemony and its effects on 

identity formation in postcolonial Pakistan. 

Interview 10: Interviewer: What are the main themes explored in Mohsin Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke 

and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, related to cultural hegemony and identity crises? Interviewee: The 

main themes explored in Mohsin Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, 

related to cultural hegemony and identity crises are those of struggle, oppression, and identity formation. 

Through these novels, Hamid provides insight into the complexities of identity formation in a 

postcolonial context, and the impact of cultural hegemony on individuals trying to reconcile their personal 

and cultural identities in the face of oppressive cultural values. 

The interviews above demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the topics of cultural hegemony and 

identity crises. Each interviewee provides an in-depth look at how these concepts are explored in Mohsin 

Hamid‟s novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, as well as their implications on identity 

formation in postcolonial Pakistan. Additionally, the interviewees discuss ways of creating a more 

inclusive and tolerant society in postcolonial Pakistan, such as increasing education and awareness around 

the importance of diversity and allowing individuals to express their true identities without fear of 

judgement or oppression. Overall, the interviews provide an insightful look into the complexities of these 

topics and how they play out in postcolonial Pakistan. 

Furthermore, in postcolonial states like Pakistan, the student's response indicates that Mohsin Hamid's 

works can contribute toward a decolonizing educational system. By engaging with Hamid's works, 

students can gain a better understanding of the complexities of postcolonial identity, which can help them 

to develop their own critical understanding of the subject. Using these works in the classroom has the 

potential to promote an atmosphere of free discussion, critical thinking, and inquiry. It can also help 

students to gain a deeper understanding of the consequences of cultural hegemony and identity crises in 

postcolonial contexts, and how they can work towards decolonization and emancipation. 

Discourse Analysis 

Hamid‟s two major novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, feature themes of cultural 

hegemony and politics of identity. In Moth Smoke, Daru, the protagonist, is a young Pakistani man from 

a lower class background who is trying to make his way in the world. He is caught between two worlds, 

that of the traditional Pakistani middle-class and the Westernized upper-class. He is constantly battling 

against the cultural hegemony of the upper-class and their attempts to maintain their power and privilege. 

Daru is ultimately unsuccessful in his attempts to break into the upper-class and is ostracized and 

marginalized by them. 

 The Reluctant Fundamentalist follows the story of Changez, a young Pakistani man who has achieved 

success in the West. Changez struggles to reconcile his identity as a Pakistani Muslim with the 

preconceptions and stereotypes of the West. He is constantly fighting against the cultural hegemony of the 

West and the politics of identity that is so prevalent in the postcolonial world. He is ultimately forced to 

return to his homeland and embrace his identity as a Pakistani Muslim, despite the struggles and 

discrimination he has faced in the West.  

Both Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist demonstrate the power of cultural hegemony and 

politics of identity in the postcolonial world. Hamid‟s protagonists are constantly struggling to reconcile 
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their identities as Pakistani Muslims with the preconceptions and stereotypes of the West. They are 

ultimately forced to choose between their identities and the cultural hegemony of the West. Through their 

stories, Hamid is able to draw attention to the struggles of those living in the postcolonial world and the 

politics of identity that is so prevalent in these societies. 

In his novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Mohsin Hamid highlights the cultural 

hegemony of the West and its effects on the Eastern countries. The Western culture is depicted as superior 

to the Eastern culture, with its comparison of the two cultures in terms of materialistic possessions, 

economic progress, and technological advancements. The Western culture is presented as glamorous, 

attractive and desirable, while the Eastern culture is portrayed as backward, uncivilized and unworthy. 

The characters in both novels are forced to choose between their culture and the Western culture. They 

are stuck in a dilemma of choosing between the two, as they are unable to accept their own culture. They 

want to assimilate into the Western culture and be accepted into it, but this assimilation leads to a loss of 

identity and pride. The characters in both novels are also victims of politics of identity. Ozi brings with 

him the American culture and lifestyle, and is accepted and admired by the elite people of Pakistan. On 

the other hand, Daru, who is not able to emulate this lifestyle, is considered an outcast. Changez is also a 

victim of political identity, as his American identity is questioned and he is subjected to discrimination 

and humiliation. In both novels, Mohsin Hamid highlights the complexities of cultural hegemony and 

politics of identity. He shows how the characters are forced to choose between their culture and the 

Western culture, and how ultimately, this leads to a loss of identity and pride. Through his novels, Mohsin 

Hamid raises the issue of cultural hegemony and politics of identity, and questions the consequences of 

blindly following the Western culture. 

In Moth Smoke, Daru, a young Pakistani, is a victim of cultural hegemony. The narrative highlights how 

the elite class's obsession with American culture and the perception that success is contingent upon going 

to America perpetuates a system of social hierarchy and exclusion. Daru's academic excellence initially 

positions him as a promising individual within his community. However, his financial constraints prevent 

him from fulfilling his aspirations of studying in an American university, which serves as a symbol of 

social mobility and achievement in the dominant discourse. This financial barrier emphasizes the unequal 

power dynamics that perpetuate the influence of the elite class and their ability to pursue such ambitions. 

Feeling marginalized and excluded from the American dream that is idolized within his society, Daru 

attempts to imitate the elite class. He adopts their mannerisms, behaviors, and lifestyle in a bid to 

assimilate and align himself with their privileged status. This imitation reflects his desire to break free 

from his own social position and gain acceptance within the dominant cultural framework. However, 

despite his efforts, Daru fails to fully become like the elite due to his lack of financial means. This 

inability to emulate the elite underscores the limitations and inherent inequality present within the cultural 

hegemony perpetuated by the dominant class. It reveals the structural barriers that prevent individuals 

from attaining the same social status and opportunities, regardless of their personal merit or capabilities. 

Through this analysis, Moth Smoke exposes the consequences of cultural hegemony, where certain 

cultural norms and ideals are elevated above others, resulting in the exclusion and marginalization of 

those who do not possess the necessary resources or conform to the dominant cultural paradigm. Daru's 

story serves as a critique of a society where success and worth are measured through the lens of American 

cultural ideals, leading to the perpetuation of unequal power dynamics and the restriction of opportunities 

for individuals like him.  

The novel “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” explores the experiences of Changez, a young Pakistani 

protagonist, and sheds light on the challenges he faces while studying and working in America. The 

narrative highlights his increasing sense of alienation in New York and the difficulties he encounters in 

fitting into American culture due to his cultural background and religious beliefs. Changez initially finds 

success in his professional life, indicating his intellectual capabilities and competence. However, despite 

his achievements, he becomes acutely aware of his identity as a Pakistani, which sets him apart from the 

predominantly American society surrounding him. This awareness of his cultural difference and the 



 

298 

subsequent feelings of alienation contribute to his growing unease and inability to fully assimilate into 

American culture. Throughout the story, Changez is subjected to racism and prejudice, which further 

accentuates his sense of otherness. The discriminatory treatment he experiences underscores the 

challenges faced by individuals who are perceived as different in a society dominated by a specific 

cultural and racial framework. This discrimination serves as a catalyst for Changez's introspection and 

forces him to confront the question of his own identity and where he truly belongs. As a result of his 

experiences and the increasing sense of disconnection from American society, Changez makes the 

decision to return to his homeland, Pakistan. This choice represents his desire to reclaim his cultural 

identity and reconnect with his roots. It signifies a conscious rejection of the American dream and an 

attempt to find solace and acceptance in a familiar environment that aligns with his values and beliefs. 

The narrative of Changez in The Reluctant Fundamentalist offers a critique of the cultural and social 

dynamics that impact individuals from diverse backgrounds living in a foreign country. It explores the 

complexities of identity, the challenges of cultural assimilation, and the impact of prejudice and 

discrimination on an individual's sense of self. Through Changez's journey, the novel highlights the 

significance of cultural belonging and the role it plays in shaping one's worldview and choices. By 

analyzing the text, The Reluctant Fundamentalist provides insights into the experiences of individuals 

caught between different cultural contexts and sheds light on the complexities of identity negotiation in an 

increasingly globalized world.  

Indeed, identity crises are a prominent theme in Mohsin Hamid's works, including Moth Smoke. The 

character of Daru embodies the struggle of individuals torn between their cultural heritage and the desire 

for acceptance by a dominant culture. Daru's aspiration to be accepted by the British and his attempts to 

adopt their lifestyle illustrate his longing for social integration and recognition. In Moth Smoke, Daru's 

quest for acceptance leads him to adopt British mannerisms and behaviors, attempting to bridge the 

cultural gap between himself and the British community. However, despite his efforts, he faces rejection, 

which becomes a pivotal moment triggering his identity crisis. This rejection represents a betrayal of his 

hopes for assimilation and recognition within the British culture. The identity crisis experienced by Daru 

stems from the clash between his own culture and the culture he aspires to be a part of. His struggle 

reflects the complexities of cultural assimilation and the tension between individual agency and societal 

expectations. Daru's experience echoes the broader challenges faced by individuals navigating between 

different cultures, grappling with questions of belonging and self-acceptance. Moreover, Daru's identity 

crisis in Moth Smoke also points to the power dynamics at play in the context of colonialism and 

postcolonial societies. The desire to be accepted by the British culture, a product of colonial history, 

demonstrates the lingering influence of colonial legacies and the impact they have on individuals' sense of 

self-worth and validation. Overall, Daru's character in Moth Smoke serves as an embodiment of the 

identity crises faced by individuals caught between conflicting cultural influences. Hamid explores the 

emotional turmoil and sense of betrayal that arises when one's efforts to assimilate into a dominant culture 

are met with rejection. Through Daru's narrative, Hamid sheds light on the complexities and challenges 

inherent in navigating multiple cultural identities in a postcolonial context.  

The theme of identity crisis is evident in The Reluctant Fundamentalist as well. Changez's experiences 

reflect the challenges faced by individuals who are subjected to prejudice and discrimination based on 

their cultural and ethnic background, leading to a profound crisis of identity. Changez's rejection from 

Princeton, despite his academic talent, highlights the impact of cultural biases and stereotypes on the 

opportunities available to individuals from marginalized backgrounds. This rejection becomes a pivotal 

moment for Changez, shattering his dreams and leading him to question his own identity and sense of 

belonging. Moreover, the suspicion and scrutiny Changez faces in the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks further deepen his identity crisis. He becomes a target of racial profiling and is treated as a suspect 

of terrorism solely based on his Pakistani identity. This not only exposes the discriminatory attitudes 

prevalent in Western society but also intensifies Changez's internal struggle as he grapples with the 

rejection and alienation he experiences from both his own culture and the Western culture he had aspired 
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to be a part of. The simultaneous rejection from both his own culture and the Western culture creates a 

profound dilemma for Changez. He is torn between his desire to assimilate and be accepted in the West 

and his growing disillusionment with the Western ideals and actions he witnesses. This internal conflict 

underscores the complexities of cultural identity and the challenges faced by individuals caught between 

conflicting social and cultural dynamics. Through Changez's narrative, The Reluctant Fundamentalist 

highlights the psychological toll of discrimination and prejudice on an individual's sense of self. The 

novel explores the themes of cultural belonging, loyalty, and the search for personal authenticity in the 

face of societal rejection. Changez's journey serves as a critique of the narrow perspectives and biases that 

perpetuate identity crises and hinder individuals' ability to fully embrace and express their cultural 

heritage. The Reluctant Fundamentalist portrays Changez's identity crisis stemming from the rejection he 

faces based on his Pakistani identity. The novel delves into the emotional turmoil and internal conflict 

experienced by individuals who navigate between cultures and are subjected to discrimination. Through 

Changez's story, Mohsin Hamid sheds light on the profound impact of societal rejection on one's sense of 

self and the complex nature of cultural identity in a globalized world. 

Gramsci's concept of Cultural Hegemony is seen in both novels Moth Smoke and The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist. The portrayal of British culture as superior and Pakistani culture as inferior in these 

works reflects the power dynamics and unequal distribution of cultural influence within the societies 

depicted. The presentation of British culture as superior and dominant perpetuates a sense of cultural 

hegemony. This hegemony reinforces an inferiority complex in the characters, leading them to question 

and struggle with their own identities. Daru in Moth Smoke and Changez in The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist both experience this struggle as they try to reconcile their own cultural heritage with the 

dominant cultural narratives imposed upon them. The cultural hegemony also contributes to the 

characters' sense of alienation and rejection from both cultures. Daru's attempts to fit into his own culture 

are hindered by the influence of the elite class, which further reinforces the cultural hierarchy and 

deprives the lower class of their rights and opportunities. Similarly, Changez residing in America faces 

challenges in fitting into American culture due to the prejudices and discrimination he encounters, 

perpetuated by the cultural hegemony that places Western values and ideals as superior. This sense of 

alienation and the struggle to find a place to belong highlight the identity crises experienced by the 

characters. They are caught between the dominant cultural narratives and their own cultural heritage, 

leading to a profound internal conflict as they grapple with their sense of self and search for acceptance. 

The presence of cultural hegemony, as depicted in these novels, serves as a critique of the power 

structures and inequalities that result from the dominance of certain cultural values and narratives. It 

sheds light on the ways in which cultural hegemony perpetuates a sense of inferiority, alienation, and 

identity crisis among individuals who do not fit into the dominant cultural framework. Overall, the 

portrayal of cultural hegemony in Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist highlights the impact 

of power dynamics, cultural biases, and unequal distribution of resources and opportunities on the 

characters' identities and experiences. It underscores the need to challenge and dismantle such hegemonic 

structures in order to create a more inclusive and equitable society. The character of Changez in The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist grapples with the challenges of his identity and sense of belonging in the 

aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. The concept of cultural hegemony is evident as the dominance of Western 

culture, particularly American culture, shapes the global narrative and imposes its values, norms, and 

ideals. As an American university student, Changez experiences a cultural clash upon his return to 

Pakistan after the 9/11 attacks. The prevailing cultural hegemony of the West, which emphasizes 

American culture, creates a sense of alienation and disconnection for individuals from the East. Changez's 

identity is challenged as he questions his place in a world where his cultural background is seen through 

the lens of suspicion and terrorism. The cultural hegemony of the West not only influences the external 

perceptions of individuals like Changez but also shapes their internal struggles. He finds himself torn 

between his experiences in America and his cultural roots in Pakistan. This internal conflict further 

exacerbates his sense of alienation and prompts him to question his identity and values. Changez's 

journey in the novel reflects the impact of cultural hegemony on individual identities and the complexity 
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of navigating between different cultural contexts. His experiences shed light on the unequal power 

dynamics and the pervasive influence of Western cultural norms, which often overshadow or marginalize 

other cultural identities. Moreover, the portrayal of Changez's identity crisis in the face of cultural 

hegemony also serves as a critique of the one-dimensional narratives and stereotypes that arise from the 

dominant Western cultural framework. It invites readers to reflect on the consequences of cultural 

hegemony on individual and collective identities, as well as the need for diverse voices and narratives to 

be recognized and valued. The novel highlights the impact of Western cultural dominance and its effects 

on individual identities, particularly for those from the East who may struggle to find their place within 

the prevailing narrative. It encourages readers to critically examine and challenge cultural hegemony to 

foster a more inclusive and equitable global society.  

Gramsci's theory of cultural hegemony can be applied to both novels in order to analyze the identity crises 

experienced by the protagonists. In both cases, the cultural hegemony of a powerful elite class has created 

an environment in which the lower classes are deprived of their rights and opportunities, leading to 

feelings of alienation and confusion for the protagonists. Both Daru and Changez are struggling to 

reconcile their own identities with the expectations placed upon them by the dominant culture. By 

understanding the cultural hegemony of the powerful elite classes in both societies, we can gain insight 

into the identity crises experienced by these characters. 

In Moth Smoke, Hamid portrays Lahore as a city of contrasts, a place where the traditional and the 

modern coexist. The protagonist Daru is described as someone who looked Western but was not. The city 

is portrayed as a place of both wealth and poverty, where the rich and the poor lived side by side. The 

juxtaposition of the affluent and the deprived creates a sense of tension between the two extremes, a 

tension that is further exacerbated by the presence of a powerful and oppressive police force. 

This tension between the traditional and the modern is further explored in The Reluctant Fundamentalist, 

where Hamid portrays Lahore as a city of cultural conflict. In this novel, the protagonist Changez is a 

Pakistani who has embraced the Western way of life and is torn between his two identities: Pakistani and 

American. Changez remarks that Lahore was a city of contradictions: a place where the past and the 

present collided. He further observes that the city is a landscape of extremes, where the wealthy and the 

poor, the educated and the illiterate, the traditional and the modern, exist side by side. 

By depicting Lahore as a city of cultural conflict and juxtaposing the traditional and the modern, Hamid 

conveys the idea of cultural hegemony. In this context, cultural hegemony refers to the power of the West 

to shape the culture and values of other societies. In both of his novels, Hamid shows how Western ideals 

and values have been imposed on the people of Lahore, creating a sense of identity crisis for many of the 

characters. The characters in Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist struggle to reconcile their 

cultural identities and navigate the cultural divide between the East and the West, highlighting the effects 

of cultural hegemony on the identity of individuals in a globalized world. 

Both Novels provide ample examples of Cultural Hegemony, as the Westernized culture of Lahore is an 

effort to replicate the culture of the West, rather than create its own culture. This creates an identity crisis 

within the characters who, despite living in Lahore, still attempt to replicate Western culture. This is 

further explored in The Reluctant Fundamentalist, in which Changez, the protagonist, struggles with his 

identity as a Pakistani living in America. He is torn between his allegiance to his home country and his 

admiration for the United States. This is an example of Cultural Hegemony as the Westernized culture of 

the United States creates a sense of loyalty within Changez, further complicating his identity crisis. 

Ultimately, Mohsin Hamid‟s works demonstrate the power of Cultural Hegemony and how it can 

influence and complicate identity. Through both Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Hamid 

is able to create characters who struggle to balance their allegiance to their home country and admiration 

for the West, creating a sense of identity crisis. This is an example of how Cultural Hegemony can have a 

powerful impact on identity and how it can shape our sense of self. 
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Gramsci's idea of Cultural Hegemony is applicable here as the elite, Americanized culture of Lahore and 

the American culture within the American society had a lot of control over their respective societies. The 

idea of Cultural Hegemony implies that the majority of people within these societies were either aware of 

or were influenced by the ideas of these cultures. As a result, Changez and Daru were forced to try to 

assimilate into these cultures to be accepted by society. However, this assimilation proved to be 

unsuccessful as they were still seen as „outsiders‟ and were not able to fit in. Thus, they were unable to 

overcome the Cultural Hegemony of these cultures and were unable to achieve the desired level of social 

acceptance. This is what ultimately led to the Identity Crises in both Changez and Daru. 

The identity crisis of Mumtaz is a prime example of cultural hegemony that has been created by the 

American culture in Pakistan. The idea of the American culture being superior to the native culture has 

been firmly established in the minds of the Pakistani people. Even though Mumtaz is a Pakistani born 

American who is brought up in American Culture, she chooses Ozi as a husband. Her identity crisis is 

also reflected in her choice of husband, Ozi, a Pakistani man. This reflects the confused state of the 

Pakistani people who are stuck between the two cultures, and are unable to come to terms with the fact 

that they have to choose one over the other. 

The identity crisis of Changez is also a result of cultural hegemony. He is a highly educated Pakistani 

man, who is attracted to the American culture and lifestyle. He is presented as a highly successful young 

man who is taken in by the allure of the American dream. He believes that he has achieved the American 

dream and has become an integral part of the American culture. However, his life takes a dramatic turn 

after the September 11th attacks, and he is forced to confront his identity and decide between his loyalty 

to the American culture and his loyalty to his Pakistani roots. 

The identity crises of both Daru and Changez, therefore, demonstrate the cultural hegemony and identity 

crises that many Pakistani people have to face in modern-day society. They are torn between the two 

cultures and are unable to come to terms with the fact that they have to choose one over the other. This is 

an important issue that needs to be addressed in order to bring about harmony and understanding between 

the different cultures of the world. If Erica, the ideal version of an American, isn't within Daru's grasp, he 

is content with a Pakistani-American woman, who embodies the American culture, is confident and 

attractive, educated, more open to sexual matters, and independent. Both men use these women as an 

avenue to gain acceptance into the American culture through sexual relationships. Changez wishes to 

replace Chris, while Daru wants to take over Ozi's place in Mumtaz's life. 

Changez's relationship with Erica is intriguing, symbolizing a person from a lower-status culture 

attempting to fit into a more powerful one. Despite Changez's American degree, accent and lifestyle, 

Erica's parents still don't trust him due to his Pakistani background. People's attitude and behavior towards 

him act as a reminder of his place in society. The most disheartening thing of all is when he is asked to 

pretend to be Chris during a sexual encounter with Erica, which really shakes his inner pride and 

confidence. Changez's attempt to take Chris' place exemplifies how far he will go to copy someone else 

while consciously erasing his own individuality. Erica and her body do not voluntarily accept him until 

after he offers to "be" like Chris. Changez's self-esteem suffers greatly as a result of this interaction, and 

he communicates his disappointment by saying, "I experienced both joy and embarrassment. I might have 

humiliated myself in my own eyes by adopting the persona of another; perhaps I felt ashamed “(The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist, pg. 121). For Changez, this experience was a turning point since it made him 

realize that neither the US nor Erica would ever accept him as he was. The nation's reluctance to accept a 

Pakistani with ties to Pakistan who had tried to assimilate into American culture is illustrated in a later 

episode that takes place at Manila Airport after 9/11. Erica's refusal to let go of her old relationship and 

accept Changez in her life is a reflection of the nation's reluctance to accept a Pakistani like Changez. 

In Moth Smoke, Daru and Mumtaz have a connection that is comparable to Changez's. Daru aspires to 

own everything that Ozi has, even Mumtaz, his wife. Daru turns to having an affair with his wife when 

Ozi begins to reject him. Daru might briefly forget his wretched circumstances and feel as though he is 
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taking the place of Ozi in Mumtaz's life during sexual meetings with Mumtaz. He slips further away from 

his roots and more disillusioned the more time he spends with Mumtaz. He clings to Mumtaz with the 

same desperation Changez did. Yet Mumtaz, like Erica, is mired in her own problems and is unable to 

provide Daru with a long-term partner. Similar to Erica, she departs from Daru. 

Changez, on the other hand, experiences rejection from Americans in the wake of 9/11, which leads to his 

symbolic return to Lahore, a rejection of Western colonial civilization. His decision to grow a beard can 

be interpreted as a symbolic gesture of defiance against the prejudice he experienced in American society 

as a result of his brown skin. Due to his intrinsic cultural and religious ties to Pakistan and Islam, he is 

viewed with suspicion. Despite all of his efforts to blend in and become a part of American society, the 

9/11 attacks rendered his plans for cultural assimilation meaningless. This included his years of living in 

the US, his degree, the job he held that paid him in US dollars, his socialization with Americans, and his 

close relationship with an American woman. His experience at the Manila airport served as a sharp 

reminder that despite his best efforts to adapt, he was still the target of prejudice and discrimination. 

Changez is further humiliated when he is taken from his buddies, held for secondary inspection, and 

forced to justify his entry into the nation. This acts as a reminder of his "otherness," his affiliation with an 

inferior culture, and the lack of confidence the "true Americans" have in him.  

He tries to hold back his feelings, but the encounter makes him uncomfortably conscious of his position.  

Daru feels excluded from Ozi and his group of privileged mates. By declining to invite Daru to one of his 

gatherings, Ozi makes it clear that he is not a member of the gang. We comprehend that Daru's lack of 

financial means prevents him from maintaining Ozi's opulent lifestyle, making him an inconvenience in 

Ozi's eyes. Changez, who is seen as a burden and a threat to the American way of life, is seen in a similar 

way.This serves to illustrate the persistence of tribalism, distrust, and prejudice in the modern, highly 

interconnected globe. This form of estrangement is handled differently by Daru and Changez. 

Daru's attempts to assimilate into Lahore's popular culture are unsuccessful, forcing him to investigate the 

shadowy yet potent world of crime. The rifle he carries gives him a sense of importance and power that 

people like Ozi denied him. The culture and identity that Changez was made to accept but did not choose 

for himself are Pakistan and he returns there. Daru is forced into the criminal world out of despair and as 

a last resort, much as Changez is made to feel inferior. 

Changez returns to Lahore while Daru turns to crime as they are both forced to revert to their previous 

selves. Their attempt to gain a new identity is thwarted by the society thereby negating the notions of 

cultural assimilation. 

Discussion 

Decolonization is a multifaceted process that seeks to challenge and dismantle the legacies of colonialism 

(see. Loomba, 2015), including the domination of culture, knowledge, and power structures imposed by 

colonial powers. It involves reevaluating and deconstructing the prevailing narratives, discourses, and 

ideologies that uphold colonial hierarchies and perpetuate unequal power relations. Mohsin Hamid's 

novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, provide valuable insights and reading materials 

that can contribute to the decolonization project. 

One aspect of decolonization is the reclamation and revitalization of marginalized voices and narratives 

that have been silenced or distorted by colonialism. Hamid's novels offer alternative perspectives and 

counter-narratives that challenge the dominant Western gaze and provide nuanced portrayals of 

postcolonial realities. Through the experiences of his characters, Hamid explores the complexities of 

identity, cultural assimilation, and the tensions arising from the clash between individual agency and 

societal expectations. 

Hamid's novels align with existing literature on decolonization by emphasizing the importance of 

reclaiming marginalized voices and narratives. This concept resonates with the works of postcolonial 
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scholars such as Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, who argued for the subaltern to speak and advocated for the 

representation of marginalized communities in order to challenge and disrupt colonial power structures 

(Spivak, 1988). Similarly, Edward Said's influential work, Orientalism, examines the ways in which the 

Western gaze constructs and perpetuates stereotypes and misrepresentations of the East, emphasizing the 

need to deconstruct and challenge these narratives (Said, 1978). 

By delving into the intricacies of cultural hegemony and identity crises faced by his characters, Hamid 

exposes the lasting impacts of colonialism on postcolonial societies. The novels highlight the struggles of 

individuals who find themselves caught between the expectations of the dominant Western culture and 

their own cultural heritage. These narratives help to unravel the power dynamics at play and demonstrate 

the need for decolonization efforts to reclaim and celebrate diverse cultural identities. Moth Smoke 

provides a critical perspective on the impact of colonialism on Pakistani society and explores the 

complexities of identity in a postcolonial context. This theme aligns with the works of Homi K. Bhabha, 

who introduced the concept of hybridity as a way to understand the complex negotiation of identity in 

postcolonial societies (Bhabha, 1994). Hamid's portrayal of his characters' struggles with cultural 

assimilation and the tension between individual agency and societal expectations also echoes the writings 

of postcolonial theorists such as Frantz Fanon, who examined the psychological effects of colonization on 

the colonized and the challenges of decolonizing the mind (Fanon, 1963). 

Moreover, Hamid's works provide a platform for critical engagement with the consequences of cultural 

hegemony and the associated identity crises. Through the characters' introspection, conflicts, and personal 

journeys, readers are invited to reflect on their own positions within dominant power structures and 

question the prevailing norms and values imposed by colonial legacies. This critical engagement fosters a 

deeper understanding of the complexities of decolonization and the necessity of challenging and 

transforming oppressive systems. In addition to challenging dominant narratives, decolonization involves 

questioning and deconstructing the prevailing discourses and ideologies that perpetuate colonial 

hierarchies. The Reluctant Fundamentalist engages with the post-9/11 world and explores the impact of 

global power dynamics on individual lives. This aligns with the works of scholars such as Arjun 

Appadurai, who examined the cultural and political dimensions of globalization and its effects on 

postcolonial societies (Appadurai, 1996). Hamid's novel offers a critique of Western-centric discourses 

and exposes the limitations of binary narratives that divide the world into the West and the rest. 

Furthermore, Hamid's novels can facilitate discussions on postcoloniality, globalization, and the 

intersections between power, identity, and resistance. They prompt readers to question the binaries and 

stereotypes perpetuated by colonial discourses, offering opportunities for dialogue and reflection on the 

potential paths towards decolonization. The exploration of diverse perspectives and lived experiences 

within the novels serves as a catalyst for reimagining alternative futures and envisioning decolonized 

societies. 

In conclusion, Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, offer significant 

contributions to the decolonization project. Through their narratives, they challenge prevailing power 

structures, question dominant discourses, and provide a platform for critical engagement with cultural 

hegemony, identity crises, and the complexities of postcolonial realities. By reading and analyzing these 

novels, individuals can gain a deeper understanding of the need for decolonization and actively participate 

in the transformative processes required to dismantle colonial legacies and foster more equitable and 

inclusive societies. Overall, Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, contribute 

to the decolonization project by providing alternative perspectives, challenging dominant narratives, and 

exploring the complexities of postcolonial realities. These themes resonate with the works of postcolonial 

scholars such as Spivak, Said, Bhabha, Fanon, and Appadurai, who have laid the groundwork for 

decolonial thinking and the reclamation of marginalized voices in the pursuit of social justice and 

equality. 
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Conclusion 

The two men in this story, Changez and Daru, represent the youth of modern Pakistan. They want to live 

in America or recreate a version of it in Pakistan. As they attempt to adapt to a new culture, they struggle 

to reconcile their own identities with the culture they are now a part of. They may feel rejected by the 

Western culture they find themselves in, which can have a negative impact on their self-esteem and 

identities. This narrative by Hamid provides an insight into the lives of Third World immigrants in the 

United States and the difficulties they face. It highlights the racism they encounter and how it affects their 

ability to assimilate into the culture. It also looks at the complexities of having a hybrid identity that 

comes from living in two distinct cultures. Daru and Changez demonstrate how the current world that is 

highly connected through media and technology has led to powerful cultures influencing and defining the 

identities of others. The cultural identities of the individuals and nations who are affected by this may 

suffer as a result. This study focuses on how difficult it may be to adjust to a new culture and how doing 

so can affect one's sense of self in a more and more interconnected world. 

In short, Mohsin Hamid's novels, Moth Smoke and The Reluctant Fundamentalist, offer valuable 

contributions to the decolonization project by challenging dominant narratives, reclaiming marginalized 

voices, and exploring the complexities of postcolonial realities. These novels align with existing literature 

on decolonization, echoing the works of scholars such as Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Edward Said, 

Homi K. Bhabha, Frantz Fanon, and Arjun Appadurai. Through his characters' experiences, Hamid 

provides alternative perspectives that challenge the Western gaze and expose the distortions and 

stereotypes perpetuated by colonialism. His novels delve into the intricacies of identity, cultural 

assimilation, and the clash between individual agency and societal expectations. These themes resonate 

with the ideas put forth by postcolonial theorists who have emphasized the need to deconstruct prevailing 

discourses, ideologies, and power structures that uphold colonial hierarchies. By intertwining personal 

narratives with broader socio-political contexts, Hamid's works highlight the effects of globalization and 

power dynamics on postcolonial societies. They expose the limitations of binary narratives and offer 

nuanced portrayals that disrupt and challenge dominant discourses. In doing so, Hamid contributes to the 

decolonial project, aligning with the goals of social justice, equality, and the reclamation of marginalized 

voices. Overall, Mohsin Hamid's novels serve as valuable reading materials that not only provide insights 

into postcolonial realities but also contribute to the ongoing efforts of decolonization. By engaging with 

his works alongside the writings of postcolonial scholars, readers can deepen their understanding of the 

complexities of decolonial thinking and the imperative to challenge and dismantle the legacies of 

colonialism in our contemporary world. 
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